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youngest ones, is fostering the inquiring mind and creative
thinking.
The readers and picture books about family living for young
people lead to stories, novels, and motion pictures about
wholesome, adventurous family living which provoke thought
and discussion of it among older folks. So-called textbooks
are best used for new information and inspiration, for help
on specific projects, and to inspire reading for pleasure or
consultation of other references.
State and national government publications and commer-
cial supplementary materials are available at little or no cost,
and, chosen by well-defined standards, offer invaluable teach-
ing aids. The school is fortunate indeed which has a revolv-
ing fund through which to buy paints, dyes, special cloth and
paper, and other findings, the need for which cannot be fore-
seen in advance of the particular project.
Visual aids of many kinds are taking a foremost place in
education. The excursion and the demonstration are not al-
ways recognized as visual aids, but are effective and rapid
teaching-learning methods. Bulletin boards, newspaper and
magazine graphs, diagrams, film slides, comic strips, and
audio-visual materials present endless opportunities. Al-
though today there are comparatively few motion pictures
made especially for the elementary years, those that are made
for junior and senior high school use may be used for younger
pupils. They provide much factual knowledge in concrete
situations, and children disregard parts in them which they
do not understand. They stimulate thought, language expres-
sion, and creative activity. They must be used in the schools
with as great discrimination as other teaching methods, and
teacher guidance is needed, to help pupils interpret 'what they
see and to think critically about it.
Commercial agencies have good educational films on loan
at low cost. Museums spend much time, effort, and money
on materials in the form of exhibits, film strips, and sound
pictures which are specially adapted to children. Each com-
munity presents natural and educational resources which di-